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BACKLER, Albert Sidney         
 
Rifleman No. 10642 
1st/5th Battalion, London Regiment  
formerly 3261, 7th Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Sunday, 10th September 1916 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 22 years 

 

Albert Sidney was born in 1894, at 10 
Primrose Hill, Haverhill, the son of 
Warry Backler and Hannah, nee 
Diggins, who had married at St Mary’s 
Church on 6th April 1876. 
 
The Backler family was long 
established in the town with Warry born 
there in 1859.  He worked as a weaver, 
as his father, Charles, and grandfather, 
John, had done and all lived in the 
Chauntry Croft area of Haverhill.   
Left: Primrose Hill                                                                                            

 
Hannah was born in 1859 at Little Wratting, the daughter of Frederick Diggins, a 
farm labourer, and Mary Jane, nee Collet.  By 1861 the family had moved to 
Haverhill living in the High Street, close to the Three Goats public house. 
 
In 1901 Warry and Hannah were still living at Primrose Hill with their 9 surviving 
children.  Warry and the 3 eldest children, Hannah (b 1877), Alma ( b 1883) and 
Emma (b 1886) were working at the clothing factory of D. Gurteen & Son, whilst at 
home, mother Hannah, looked after Albert along with Frederick (b 1891), Edward (b 
1888), Edith (b 1893), Frank William (b 1897) and Florence (b 1900). 
 
By 1911 only the five youngest children were living at home and Albert, then 14, was 
working as a shoemaker and repairer. Albert was apprenticed with Mr E J B Ward 
but in 1911 left Haverhill for Downham Market and subsequently moved on to 
London. 
 
When the war broke out Albert Sidney enlisted at Hornsey, 
joining the 7th Battalion Middlesex Regiment, Service No. 3261. 
After enlistment he proceeded to Gibralter and was 
subsequently in Egypt at Cairo and Alexandria before finding 
himself on the Western Front in Spring 1915. He had not been 
home since Christmas 1914. The Regiment was involved in 
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action at Neuve Chapelle, Aubers and Bois Grenier before taking part in the 
diversionary attack at Gommecourt.  
 
Gommecourt, located about eight miles north of Albert, was the site of a 
'supplementary' operation coinciding with the main Somme offensive further south. 
Its aim was to stretch German reserves.  
On the first day, 1st July 1916, the 5th Battalion, London Regiment suffered heavy 
casualties during this diversionary attack. In order to bring the battalion up to 
strength, 497 ‘other ranks’ were drafted in from the 2/7th Middlesex Regiment. Albert 
Sidney was one of these men who were transferred, becoming Rifleman 10642 of 
the 1st/5th battalion London Regiment. Following this they moved south to the 
Somme. 
 

At Zero Hour, 4:45pm, on 9th September, 1916, Albert’s new Battalion became 
involved in the Battle of Ginchy. The following day he was killed in action. 
 
The South-West Suffolk Echo of 4th November 1916, reported:  
 

‘Mr and Mrs W. Backler, of 10 Primrose Hill, 
have to mourn the passing away of another son.  
Recently, intimation was received that Rifleman 
A.S. Backler of the London Regiment, London 
Brigade (late Middlesex Regiment) was posted 
as missing after an engagement between 
September 6th and 10th. Another son, Bomb. EE 
Backler made enquiries as to the fate of his 
brother, as a result he received the following 
letter from the Major: ‘I very much regret to 
inform you that your brother was killed in action 
on September 9th during an attack on the 
German trenches. He is buried in Leuze Wood. 
Please accept my sympathy in your loss. Offical 
notification of the sad news has since been 
received stating that death occurred in the field 
on September 10th, the cause being killed in 
action; previously reported missing.’ 

 
 
 
Although the report in the South 
West Suffolk Echo mentions that he 
was buried in Leuze Wood, Albert 
is commemorated on the Thiepval 
Memorial, Somme, together with 
over 72,000 other servicemen who 
have no known grave.   

 
 
Thiepval Memorial photo courtesy of 
CWGC 
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Albert and his brother Frank, who died in February 
1915, are both remembered on the memorial in the 
Old Independent Church.  
 
A wreath was laid in his memory at the unveiling of 
the Haverhill War Memorial, with the message:  
 

In loving remembrance of our dear son & brother, 
Albert Backler, from his loving Mum & Dad, Sisters 

and Brothers. 


